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Movina Forwarp. 


At the recent meeting of the Southern Counties 
Aasociation a suggestion was brought forward b 
the President, Mr. G. H. Livesey, of Hove, which 
though relatively a small matter, may, if followed 
in other localities, materially assist in the unification 
of the National. Mr. Livesey suggests that with 
the co-operation of two other Southern Associa- 
tions—the South Eastern and the Royal Counties— 
joint meetings be held monthly. This should se- 
cure a better continuity of proceedings. A case in 
point was the recent meeting, when, as not infre- 
os happens, a profitable discussion was ad- 
journed. eir next meeting is due the last week 
n March! The result of such an adjournment is 
that the discussion fizzles out. Another, and more 
valuable result is that intercommunication will lead 
to wider and better acquaintance with fellow prac- 
titioners in adjacent counties, which will make for 
greater unity of action when the necessity arises; 
and there are questions on which local unanimity 
is likely to be more effective than even the weight 
of the Natienal, besides being more readily put in 
action. Tentatively, a meeting is to be arranged of 
the officers of the three divisions concerned in the 
movement. The only details foreshadowed at pre- 
sent are that four of the meetings in the year shall 
take place in London; and that each division shall 
retain its individuality and its own officers. 

Another movement which promises to eventuate 
in further advances is the action of the Council 
R.C.V.8. in facilitating the examination and ad- 
mission of those colonial graduates who came so 
well through the ordeal last week. Doubtless the 
respective governments had something to say as to 
which men were to go forward, and the fact of all 
having practised the profession for several years 
were 1 in their favour, But these men now 
know what the standard of the “ Final” in this 
country is, and will be in a position to speak defin- 
itely upon it, and materially to help forward those 
measures which some of them have hoped for, and 
asked for, for years past: and which should not be 
beyond the capacity of our council to compass. 

he recont announcement by The Times of the 

forth-coming establishment of a Veterinary College 
in South Africa is more than interesting. 1t denotes 
a step forward in the economic development of a 
great region which will probably always be mainly 
agricultural. Details are not to hand, and many 
may be still unsettled ; but the name of Sir Arnold 
Theiler as the first Principal suggests high hopes 
for the future. In all pe nace the School will 
develope into one quite comparable with any we 


have here for general veterinary education, with 
some points of superiority in subjects especially im- 
portant to South Africa. In that case the question 
of its a by the R.C.V.S. is certain to arise 
sooner or later. The whole subject of our relation- 
ship to foreign and colonial schools has gained 
greatly in importance since this century began, and 
deserves more serious consideration than it has yet 
received in any quarter. 


Tue Reaister. 


Tho Registrar is advertising for immediate notice 
of changes of address for the new Register. This is 
always important in December, but has never been 
so essential as this year. Members will recognise 
how apa the extensive changes of the last few 
months have added to the difficulties of the Regis- 
trar. Even in normal times, the Register can never 
reach the maximum of accuracy without assistance 
from private members. That assistance is far more 
necessary to-day, and all who can give it with re- 
spect to either their own or other addresses should 
do so now, 


OPERATIONS AT MEETINGS. 


The performance of ——- at meotings of 
Veterinary Associations is not new in England, 
Several Societies had adopted it with success in 
earlior years, but these were only a minority. It 
might well be a part of a Society's programme much 
more frequently than it is. 

In America, the value of such demonstrations is 
fully appreciated, and they are often among the 
most attructive features of meetings there. The 
meoting held at Sheflield in July, but only reported 
last week, showed how popular they are and how 
useful they might become here. Most of the numer- 
ous members present wotlld be seeing one or more of 
the operations for the first time, yet no operation 
was beyond the average practitioner. Very often, 
after such a display, a clinician has gained a con- 
fidence in his ability to tackle an operation which 
reading will have failed to give h With well 
chosen operations, the more of such demonstrations 
we have the better. 

Cryptorchid castration was once the favourite 
English operation at meetings; but it is hardly an 
ideal one, on account of the invisibility to the spec- 
tators of the intra-abdominal manipulations, Such 
operations as castration under local anmwsthesia, or 
by the Italian emasculator, both of which were 
performed at the Sheffield meeting, seem much 
more suitable for demonstration purposes and are 
less widely known, 


i) 
| 
| 
— 
| 
if 
| 
1 
if 
i 
i 
| 
| 
1M 


280 


THE VETERINARY RECORD December 20, 1919 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners, held in 
London on 11th December, 1919, for the Written, 
and on following days for the Oral and Practical 
Examinations, the following gentlemen passed their 
Final Examination ;— 


H. Jerrom R, Clarke 

T. R. Thomas F. V. Collins 

L. St. Bel Golledge C. G. Saunders * 
Brinlay Sayer R. H. F. Macindoe 
E. D. Sewell R. A. B. Stanhope 
Abu Bakar Bin Ibrabim J. B. Leitch 

F. Murray-Jones * J. Legg * 

J. 8. Penrose* D, A. C. MeNicol 
O. V. Gunning * S. H. Whitworth * 
H. Colebourn E. 8. James 


At the conclusion of the Final Examination at 
the Royal Veterinary College on Thursday the 11th 
inst., the President of the al College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons presented the Diploma of Member- 
ship to the successful candidates. In a short ap- 
gra speech he referred to the fact that in ad- 

ition to the ordinary students there were present 

Candidates who were already graduates of a Colonial 
University and who, on account of their military 
service, had been exempted from the first three 
years of the course, Fourteen of these had now 
passed the final examination, six of them with 
second class honours. He gave a special word of 
welcome to these new members, and expressed the 
hope that their admission into the College would 
help to strengthen the ties which bound the Colo- 
nies to the Mother Country. 


FELLOWSHIP DIPLOMA. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for the Fellow- 
ship Diploma was held at the College, 10 Red Lion 
uare, W.C., on Saturday, December 6th. 
wo candidates entered for examination, and the 
following was successful :— 
W. Peatt. Title of Thesis ; “ Carrel’s Tube 
Treatment for Septic wounds as adapted to Veter- 
Surgery.” 
e Examiners were Prof. J. Macqueen, Mr. W. 
Woods. Chairman, Mr. W. J. Mulvey." 


15th Dec, 1919, Frep Buiock, Hon. Sec. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons to acknowledge the receipt of the follow: 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Browne, T. G., Prof. R.V.C., of Ireland, £1 1 0 
Elphick, Clement, Neweastle-on-Tyne, 
1918, 1919, 22 0 
8, 1919. 220 
Elphick, H.8., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
1918, 1919. 22 0 
Previously acknowledged £1027 17 10 
£1035 4 10 


‘to think that 


or CounciL 
The following have been nominated for election : 


Burt, W. M‘Fadyean, Sir J. 
Garnett, ¥. W. Trigger, R. C. 
Locke, G. H. Willett, J. 


Major-Gen. Thomson and Mr. W. Packman are 
not seeking re-election. 


THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 


Your correspondent’s question ‘ where do veterin- 
ary surgeons come in?” in connection with the 
reorganisation of the research work of the Zoological 
Society, although already answered, has induced me 
erhaps a further statement on the 
subject might be of interest. 

I have, fortunately, been in touch with both 

the Society and the ore profession for a good 
many years, since although I was elected an Hon- 
orary Life Fellow of the Society in 1905, my 
election as an ordinary Fellow took place as long 
ago as 1881. 
_ The Society has on very many occasions expressed 
its great indebtedness to different members of the 
veterinary profession for invaluable medical and 
surgical aid. Such aid has often been given under 
the most difficult and unusual circumstances, and I 
have no hesitation whatever in saying that there is 
no section of the community which more fully 
appreciates the benefits of veterinary science than 
the Zoological Society. 

In the scientific work of the Society the veterinary 
profession has never taken any prominent part at 
all; while from the medical profession has arisen a 
very large proportion indeed of the investigators in 
Zoology, Comparative Anatomy, and Pathology. 

The Prosectorship of the Society was and is an 
appointment very generally and greatly desired, on 
account of the enormous possibilities it affords for 
research ranging over practically the whole animal 
kingdom. 

I clearly remember the appointment of Mr. Bed- 
dard about thirty-five years or more ago, and at 
that time Professor Pritchard, anxious as he always 
was to advance the interests of his profession, tried 
hard but unsuccessfully to find a veterinary surgeon 
sufficiently qualified and willing to be nominated 
as a candidate for the Prosectorship. 

I also remember that the late Dr. Cobbold (who 
was a visiting research worker at the Society's 
gardens for many years) spoke to me with much 
enthusiasm of the scientific advantages and pos- 
sibilities of the position. The 
made a particularly happy selection, because Mr. 
Beddard, although at the time a young and com- 
paratively unknown man, rapidly made for himself 
a very prominent position in the scientific world, 
and ‘his numerous valuable additions to our know- 
ledge of zoological science gained him yr world 
wide recognitions, and among others his election as a 
Fellow of the Royal Society. 

The purely pathological work which has been 
done in connection with, or with material supplied 


by the Society, is of the utmost importance to 
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— interested in the elucidation of pathological 
problems. It is however a fact that nearly the 
whole of it has been done by members of the medical 
profession. 

It is an unfortunate circumstance that the vet- 
erinary profession should be so poorly represented 
in the advancement of knowledge intimately bound 
up with the objects of our specialised sphere, but I 
believe the explanation of this is twofold. 

In the first we on veterinary surgeons who have 
by special study made themselves fitted for research 
work have, in the majority of cases, eventually be- 
come lost to this country altogether ; and in the 
second place, our numerical strength as a profession 
is not sufficient to compete on even terms with the 
medical profession, assuming the percentage of men 
with the necessary aptitude and training to be equal 
in both professions—which assumption may be 
debatable. 

Still, I believe when all allowance is made for 
these disadvantages there must remain with most 
of us a consciousness that we have, as a profession, 
held ourselves far too much detached from associa- 
tion with research work in which we might be 
“eet to have a special interest. 

think it may be news to many of the members 
of the profession, that the President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons is, by virtue of his 
office, an Honorary Fellow of the Zoological Society. 
The manner in which this compliment was conferred 
was the following. 

About 1882 or 1883, I, being a Fellow of the 
Zoological Society and also full of youthful enthu- 
siasm for the veterinary profession, found that 
according to the Acts of the Society, Presidents of 
certain learned societies and of the Royal College 
of Surgeons and Physicians were endowed with the 
Honorary Fellowship of the Zoological Society, but 
the President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons had somehow got left out, and apparently 
no one had ever thought of making any move in 
the matter. I therefore brought the matter before 
the Society, which resolved that the compliment 
should be paid to our profession. 

Pending the arrival of the official notification, I 
wrote to the President of our College to inform him 
of the resolution, as I was at the time, for some 
reason or other, under the impression that he and 
the Council would be pleased to hear about it. 

Whether they were or not I am quite unable to 
say, as I did not hear; but as I never happened to 
_ observe any pre eg reference to, or record of, 

the matter, I think it is quite possible that there 
are members of the profession who do not know 
this compliment was paid to us. 

If, therefore, your correspondent’s question 
“ Where do veterinary surgeons come in? ”’ is in any 
way due to a feeling that the eeu | profession 
has been overlooked by the Society, I think the 
knowledge that this distinction is conferred on us, 
as well as the other circumstances I have mentioned, 
will show that it is certainly not because of any act 
or desire on the part of the Society that veterinary 
surgeons have taken no more prominent part in its 
scientfic work. 

H, C. F.B.C.V.8., F.Z.8. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 


The following casual notes taken from my diary 
may interest some practitioners. 


CALVING WITH ANAESTHETIC, 


Some years ago I was in great difficulties with a 
case of malformation. My previous visit had been 
to a dog on which I had operated, and | had some 
ounces of chloroform left in my bag, I put 4 iii on 
some lint, which I wrapped in a towel and applied 
to the cow's nostrils. An additional ounce proaiuced 
anwsthesia. I then delivered the calf with com- 
parative ease. 

Since that experience I use chloroform on every 
difficult case—in my district that means 19 out of 
every 20. I have had no bad results. I use the 
ordinary muzzle: I find that one can give with 
safety much larger doses in cases of parturition 
than in ordinary surgical cases. This I am told is 
also found to be the case in human obstetrics. 


THosk p—— Cysts In Doas. 


My best results have been obtained by the use of 
autogenous vaccine, The method | employ is to 
open one cyst and take a good swab; taking care 
to get the material from the depth of the cyst. In 
most of the reports a diplococcus is returned, in 
combination with a staphylococcus in some few 
instances, but that is a matter for some of our bac- 
teriologists to tackle. 

I usually give six injections at intervals as indi- 
cated by there-action. I lay open all cysts and use 
any emollient dressing—Ung. zinci is as good as 
any. This method has not proved infallible, but 
my results from it are far and away better than 
those obtained from other methods. 


CANKER IN A Doa's Ear. 
The use of Tinct. benzoin co. ; after washing and 


cleaning with Hydrogen peroxide, has proved with 
me better than anything else I have tried. 
Canker IN A Horse's Foor. 

I remove all diseased horn and apply the usual 
rolls of tow, soaked in the old oily dressing (oil, 
sulphur, tar and turps) and then pressure is — 
Renew every third day. This treatment I find most 


successful in mild cases. 
Country VET. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Nortu or [IRELAND Division, 


A general meeting was held at Messrs. John Robson’s 
Ltd., Chichester Street, Belfast, instead of at the City 
Abattoir, omnel Mr, J. A. Jordan’s illness, on Friday 
evening 2lst November, at 7.30 p.m. The President, 
Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, occupied the chair, There were 
present :— Messrs. J. M’Lean. J. Lawther, A. M. Crich- 
ton, J. Ross, J. Kernohan, 8. R. Thompson, H, Hannan, 
Finucane, T. M’Guinness, J. E. Fitzgerald, H. MeCon- 
nell, F. W. Emery, A. Monro, P. W. D. O'Connell, LI. 
McCauley. 

An seale was received by phone from the Secretary 
Mr. W. P. Walsh, The minutes of the last two general 
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meetings and the meeting of the Council (10th Oct., 
1919) were read, adopted and signed by the President. 

Arising out of the minutes of the general meeting 
held on 29th May, re circulars to members and Insurance 
Companies pointing out the fees to be charged. The 
Secretary being absent—was again instructed to send 
out the following circular :— 

INSURANCE FREs. 


Examination and reporting on horses and cattle at 


surgery. 
Ist, 2nd and 3rd each 10/- 

4th to 10th 

from 11 upwards 2/6 


The above fees will be charged at proposer’s own pre- 
mises, plus visit fee ; and post-mortem examination re- 
ports £1 1 0 each animal, plus visit fee. 

The President said before commencing the business of 
the meeting he regretted very much that one of our 
members was laid aside with a serious illness, this mem- 
ber, Mr. J. A. Jordan, City Veterinarian, had been a 
very active member and nobody would feel his absence 
more than he, as Mr. Jordan was always at hand for 
consultation regarding the affairs of the Association, 
and he was ever ready to help in giving his valuable ad- 
vice freely. The President suggeste 


and family. All members present were unanimous that 
the President’s suggestion should be carried out, and 
several members joined in expressing their sincere sym- 
pathy with Mr. Jordan and his family. 

Mr. Belfast, was nominated on the 

roposition of Mr. Ewing Johnston, seconded by Mr. 
M’Connell. 

Mr. C. E. M’Crea, Dungannon, nominated by Mr. J. 
Ewing Johnston, seconded by Mr. A. M Crickton. 

The President suggested that Col. P. H. Holmes, c.M.c., 
D.D.V.8., Irish Command, be elected an honorary associ- 
ate of this Association, owing to the distinguished mili- 
tary ree he held in Ireland. This was proposed by 
Mr. A. M. Crichton seconded by Mr. J. J. Ross, and 
carried unanimously. 

A letter was received from Mr. E. W. Little, M.8.c.v.s., 
D.A.T.1., Dublin, tendering his resignation. The meeting 
was of opinion that Mr. Little should be asked to recon- 
sider his resignation, and the Secretary was instructed 
to write informing him of the meeting’s decision. 

The discussion on fees was considered and the Presi- 
dent suggested an increase of 50% on pre-war ordinary 
visit fees. A number of the members entered into this 
discussion and it was finally —_ by Mr. A. M. 
Crichton and seconded by Mr. J. M’Lean that all mem- 
bers increase the ordinary visit fees by at least 50%. 
(Carried unanimously). 

The fees offered by the D.A.T.I. for the examination 
of stallions as to soundness under the new scheme was 
discussed at length, and finally decided that the fee of 
£3 3 O per day was insufficient. It was recommended 
that a resolution be drawn up and forwarded to the 
Treasury and the Secretary of the D.A.T.I. pointing out 
that this matter was brought before the members of the 
N.1.V.M.A. on Friday 21st Nov., 1919 and the decision 
was unanimously arrived at that a fee of £5 5 0 should 
be embodied in the resolution to be forwarded to the 
above authorities. 

Resolied “That in the opinion of this Association 
the fee of £3 3 0 per day, offered by the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland to 
the members of the veterinary profession for the exami- 
nation of stallions under the new breeding scheme, is 
entirely inadequate in view of the loss of time involved 
and the great importance of the duties required. We 
consider that the lowest fee offered should be £5 5 0 
per day, and that all incidental expenses should be cor- 
respondingly increased.” 


that a letter of. 
sympathy be sent from the Association to Mrs. Jordan’ 


The fees offered by the War Office for the employment 
of civilian veterinary surgeons were considered in some 
cases to be inadequate, and the discussion for arranging 
these fees was left over for future consideration. 

A discussion then arose with reference to the employ- 
ment by veterinary surgeons of unqualified assistants, 
and the meeting decided that a resolution be drawn up 
condemning the employment of these unqualified assis- 
tants. This resolution to be forwarded to the National 
V.M.A.1. and to the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


Resolved “That this Association having given close 
consideration to the subject, most strongly urge the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to take such action 
as may be necessary to prohibit the employment of un- 
qualified assistants by its members.” 


The meeting was of opinion that each member of the 
Association should be supplied with a copy of the Anws- 
thetics Bill. 

A discussion on the Ministry of Health Bill followed 
re the establishment of a Veterinary Section with a 
whole-time Veterinary Officer appointed to each County 
Council. 

The members present were very pleased to learn from 
the President who is the Veterinary Representative of 
the Ministry of Health Council at present sitting in Dub- 
lin, that at one of their —— he was able to carry 
unanimously the appointment of a whole-time veterinary 
officer to each County Council in Ireland. Several 
members joined in congratulating Mr. Johnston on being 
= to accomplish this great step forward for our pro- 

ession. 

A letter to the President was read from the Secretar 
(Mr, P. W. Reavy) of the National V.M.A. Irish Branc 
of which the following is a copy :— 


“At a meeting of the National V.A. (Irish Branch) 
held on the 5th inst. in Dublin, it was proposed that 
three members of the V.M.A.I., three from the Central 
V.M.A. and three from the Western V.M.A., should 
meet you in Dublin whenever it would be convenient 
for you. Their object would be to discuss with you the 
ee points put forward by you at the Health Coun- 


cil. 

I would be obliged if you would let me know at your 
earliest convenience what date and hour would suit you. 
On hearing from you I[ will write the different members 
and let them know. I presume the Gresham Hotel 
would be the most convenient place to meet.” 


The President met the deputation at the Gresham 
Hotel, Dublin. the members present were Messrs. Wat- 
son, (President N.V.M.A.I.), Reavy, (Sec. N.V.M.A.I.), 
Holland, Malone, Carr, and Prof. Craig. The President 
(Mr. Watson) explained that they were met there to dis- 
cuss a proposed Veterinary Section (with a whole-time 
Veterinary Officer appointed to each County Council in 
Ireland) to the Ministry of Health. The deputation 
were anxious to know from Mr. Johnston how it was 
proposed to protect the part-time veterinary surgeons at 
present employed by the D.A.T.I. They were also 
pleased to know that Mr. Johnston had been successful 
in being able to carry the appointment of a whole-time 
Veterinary Officer to each County Council at the pre- 
vious meeting of the Ministry of Health Council, but 
they regretted very much that they had not been in- 
formed of this fact previous to holding the meeting of 
the National V.M.A.I. on the 5th inst. However Mr. 
Johnston ae that immediately the meeting of the 
Ministry of Health concluded he approached the Chair- 
man (Dr. Coey Bigger) with a view of obtaining permis- 
sion to inform the Secretary of the N.V.M.A.I. of what 
had taken place, re the concession to our profession at 
this meeting and was met by a blank refusal. The de- 
putation were satisfied with Mr. Johnston’s explanation. 
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Mr. Watson said had they known the above fact it would 
have made a great difference at their meeting on the 5th 
_ [A copy of the resolution appeared last week, p. 


A lengthy discussion took place on several points in 
connection with the resolution which most of the mem- 
bers joined. Mr. Johnston said that he would save 
time by reading his proposed scheme which he had been 
successful in getting on the agenda of the Ministry of 
Health Council for the next meeting. [See pp. 260-61 
in our issue of Dec. 6th.] ‘ 

The discussion on the President’s proposed scheme 
for the establishment of a Veterinary Section to the 
Ministry of Health in Ireland was very interesting inas- 
much as nearly all the members took part, and all were 
agreeable that the President should be supported. 

It was proposed by Mr. Howard M’Connell and secon- 
ded by Mr. A. M. Crichton that Mr. Johnston and Mr. 
Emery should draft a strong resolution supporting the 
above scheme and that copies of the resolution together 
with the statement of the proposed scheme should be 
sent to Mr. Ian Macpherson, Chief Secretary for Ireland. 
Dr. Coey Bigger, Chairman of the Council of the Mini- 
stry of Health for Ireland, the Rt.-Hon. Com T. Barrie, 
m.P., Mr. T. P. Gill, Secretary to the D.A.T.I., Mr. D.S. 
Prentice, Chief Veterinary Inspector D.A.T.I. This was 
carried unanimously. 


Resolved “That having carefully examined the prc- 
posals put-‘forward by Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, M.B.z,, 
M.R.C.V.8, for the establishment of a Veterinary Section 
of the proposed Ministry of Public Health for Ireland. 
We desire to support those proposals in the strongest 
possible manner. Further, we are of the opinion that 
such a service is absolutely essential and imperative if 
the community is to be safeguarded from the many dis- 
eases communicable from animals both by direct infec- 
tion and by the use of diseased animal products. We 
call upon the authorities to take the earliest possible 
opportunity to bring about this long delayed and urgent- 
ly needed reform.” 


Further, that copies of the resolution and a statement 
of the scheme be sent to the Press. The following mem- 
bers agreed to endeavour to have the resolution and the 
statement appearing in their respective local press. 
Messrs. J. Kernohan, T. M’Guinness, A. M. Crichton, J. 
Lawther Jackson and H. Hannan. 

A vote of thanks was proposed to Mr. Johnston by 
Mr. A. M. Crichton and seconded by Mr. T. M’Guinness 
for his efforts in getting the profession represented on 
the Ministry of Health Council. This vote of thanks, 
was carried very heartily by all present. There being 
no portaee busines this most successful meeting came to 
a close. 


At a recent meeting of the Association, the following 
resolution was unanimously :— 


THe EMPLOYMENT OF UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 


“ That this Association, having given close considera - 
tion to the subject, most strongly urges the Royal emnge 
of Veterinary Surgeons to take such action as may be 
necessary to prohibit the employment of unqualified 
assistants by its members. 

Further, that the Veterinary Papers should not accept 
advertisements of or for unqualfied assistants. 

Copies of this resolution to be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
the President of the Royal Veterinary College, and the 
Principals of the various Veterinary Schools. 


W. P. Watsu, Hon. Sec. 


FAREWELL DINNER OF COLONIAL 
GRADUATES. 


A farewell dinner organised by the Colonial ofticers 
who penned the final examination for Membership of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at the 
Café Royal, Regent Street, on Thursday evening, 11th 
December, Major F’, Murray-Jones, M.R.c.v.s., of Austra- 
the chair. 

he company consisted mainly of those who had 
passed the examination held at the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town, earlier in the day, and the fact 
that their anxieties had been set at rest and that they 
had successfully accomplished their object, many of them 
with honours, added to the gaiety of the occasion. The 
guests, comprising professors and examiners, were in- 
fected with the same spirit, and were naturally jubilant 
that their students had so handsomely repaid the labour 
expended on them by passing the examination with re- 
cord honours. 

The following were present .— Principal Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, Profs. Macqueen, Reynolds, Shave and 
Wooldridge ; Mr. F’. L. Gooch (Examiner) ; Mr. Carless, 
Major Callow (Australia), Capt, Collett (Canada), eS 
Edwards Mr. G. E. Franey, Capt. Geyer, Mr. J. 
Hayhurst, Capt. Hunter ‘eeadat Mr. Margarson, Mr. 
Marriott and Capt. Thierry, Visitors ; and the following 
newly qualified members of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons :—Australia, Capt. Clarke, Capt. Collins, 
Maj. James, Capt. J. B. Leitch, Capt. Legg, Maj. McIn- 
doe, Capt. McNicol, Capt. Penrose, Capt. Standrope, 
Capt. Whitworth ; C'anada—Capt. i. Colebourn, Capt. 
Gunning and Maj. C. G: Saunders, p.s.o. ; London—- 
Messrs. Bakar, L Bt. Bell Golledge, H. J errom, Sayer, 
and T. R, Thomas. ’ 

The toast of ‘The King” proposed by the Chairman, 
was received with musical honours. 

Maj. C. G. SaunpErs, D.s.o. (Canada), in proposin 
the toast of “ The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
said that all those present at the dinner who had 
the final examination which had just been held were 
now very pons of the fact that they were members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. By ad- 
mitting colonial graduates within the charmed circle of 
that great and traditional college he felt the time was 
coming when the Empire was going to be linked together 
even closer than it is at present, and that it is but the 
beginning of a very much closer relationship of the vet- 
erinary profession throughout the Empire. The great 
cry at the present time was for reconstruction, and he 
therefore thought it desirable to remind the new mem- 
bers of the profession of what the Royal College had 
done in that direction sinee the end of the war. An- 
nouncements were made in papers that 
Captain so-and-so, and Bombadier so-and-so, who were 
forced to leave college at the 9 ager of the war, had 
been permitted to continue their studies, or had been 
excused examinations ; in other words the Royal Col- 
lege had made it easy for its prospective members to 
qualify for the profession. That seemed to him to be a 
very great and good work. In addition, the Royal Col- 
lege fad been so kind as to recognise the services of 
Colonial officers by receiving them within its charmed 
circle. He sincerely hoped that all the new members 
would remember that it was their duty to carry on the 
great traditions of the College ; that there was no such 
thing as standing still nowadays ; that they must pro- 

ess or retrogress, and that it was up to them in the 
Setase to take a very close interest in every move that 
was made for the betterment of the profession, and to 
maintain the standards of the past. (Cheers). — 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapygan, who was very cordially re- 
ceived on rising to respond said, the words “ The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons” on toast lists were con. 
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strued in different senses. Sometimes they were inten- 
ded to refer to the Council of the Royal College, which 
was so tos the Parliament of the profession in this 
country, and hedesired to regard the toast for the moment 
in that sense. He did not suppose there was any other 
country which had a body constituted exactly like the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Some might 
think that the affairs of the veterinary profession in 
other countries were just as well managed in spite of 
that difference, but nevertheless he ventured to say that 
the progress and the welfare of the profession in this 
country were bound up with the history of the Royal 
College ; that it possessed functions of the most impor- 
tant character in that relation, and that it had just cause 
to be proud of what it had done in that direction in the 
past. Great responsibilities were committed to it, be- 
cause it had within its own hands the drafting of the 
regulations which determined noi only the subjects that 
should be studied by intending entrants to the profes- 
sion, but also the examinations and the appointment of 
the different Examiners and Superintendents of the ex- 
aminations. It followed, therefore, that it was by its 
odwill that it was made possible for veterinary officers 
rom different parts of the British Empire beyond the 
seas who had been serving in the recent war to come 
within the portals of the Royal College, and he knew 
that from the moment when the proposal was first 
broached at the Council it was received with enthusiasm 


‘and unanimity. He believed that the Council and the 


profession in general would always be pleased when they 
reflected that that particular es eee of drawing 
closer the bonds between the members of the profession 
in the other parts of the Empire was not lost. (Cheers). 
He understood that the President of the Royal College 
had already taken the opportunity to welcome the new 
members of the profession into the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and he was sure all the other 
members of the Council desired to be associated with 
what he said in that connection. The Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons appointed the Examiners ; in the 
choice of the Examiners ‘they always exercised very 

reat care, and in consequence they placed thorough re- 
lance on the examinations. He believed it was very 
difficult to paes the examinations of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and in particular to pass the 
final examination, without having a good practical 
knowledge of what was really indispensable on the part 
of anyone who wished to engage in veterinary practice. 
He ventured to say, therefore, it was the feeling of those 
who had just been admitted to the profession that it 
was about something which they might well be proud. 
There was one feature in connection with the present 
examination to which he referred with pleasure. It 
hardly ever happened that in any examination nobody 
came to grief, and in spite of what he had said about the 
reliance that could be placed upon the examiners to as- 
sist the merits of candidates, there might be times when 
the man who failed was not perhaps the worst of the 
lot. (Laughter). In any case, one was always sorry for 
those who failed ; but those who were concerned in 
teaching had particular reason to be satisfied with the 
result on the present occasion, because it was very sel- 
dom that there had been such a large proportion of 
passes. (Cheers). If ee | fault was to be found with 
the examiners appointed by the Royal College it was 
apparently that they set too high a standard and very 
seldom gave honours. His own personal opinion was 
that they set perhaps too high a standard in failing to 
remember how limited was their own knowledge of 
— affairs when they . (Laughter and cheers) 

n the present occasion, however, they were all very 
pleased that the examiners had given a larger proportion 
of honours than in any examination for 20 years (cheers) ; 


- and he did not believe that that was in the least due to 


the fact that the examiners were in a lenient mood, but 
that the gentlemen who presented themselves had a 
higher knowledge than usual in the subjects of the final 
examination. (Cheers). He concluded by again thank- 
ing those present for the kindly way in which the toast 
had been received. 

Capt. Gunnina, (Canada) in proposing the toast of 
“The Examiners” said that many of those present had 
been thinking for months past about the examination. 
and as the time drew near the thoughts of what an ex- 
aminer of the R.C.V.S. was seemed to grow (Laughter). 
He did not know whether the candidates thought that 
the examiners belonged to the upper or lower world. 
(Laughter). But when the eventful day came they were 
immensely glad to find that not only were they human 
but sympathetic, and did all they could to make the lot 
of the students an easy one. He was sure he expressed 
the feeling of everyone who had been examined when he 
said he thanked them, for the kind way in which they 
had been treated. 

Mr. F. L. Goocu, in responding on behalf of the 
examiners, said they tried to do their duty fairly and 
squarely, The examiners did not pass a man if they 
thought it was going to be a hard task for him with his 
present knowledge to get a living. He was very [a0 
indeed to hear the words that had fallen from Sir John 
as to the examiners at the present examination awarding 


|a higher percentage of marks than ref had done for the 


previous 20 years. He could truthfully say on behalf of 
the examiners that the men before them on the present 
occasion were above the average, and there had been a 
sympathetic feeling, as there should be, between exam- 
iners and examined. Speaking from the stand-point of 
an examiner, he believed it to be the honest duty of 
an examiner to see what a man knew, and not what he 
did not know, and if a man was a proper examiner at 
all he ought to be able to calculate the condition of a 
man’s mind during the first five or six minutes that he 
sat before him. me of the students in their mee 
tried the nerves and patience of the examiners, and he 
appealed to the students in future to be a little more 
concise, not only for their 2wn sakes but for the sake of 
the examiners. Most of the questions that were set 
were ordinary questions upon which it was unnecessary 
to write a long thesis. Time was not sufficient for that, 
and the more concise the answer the better, provided the 
student kept himself to the question before him. He 
also hoped students would take two or three lessons in 
writing before sitting for their examination. (Laugh- 
ter). It sometimes took the examiners five or six 
minutes to decipher what was written, and that was not 
fair either to the examiner or to the student. The 
student’s answer might be Hg good, but if the exam- 
iner could not read it how was he to judge of its merits ? 
He was very pleased to bed jmp at the Dinner, be- 
cause he felt it had incre his circle of friends at the 
College. He hoped all the students who had been 
examined that day and had passed would in the future 
write to their examiners and let them know how they 
were getting on in private life, because it encouraged the 
tutors and also the examiners. He would appreciate it 
as a very great honour to receive a letter from me one 
of those present when he returned to his native soil. 
Mr. L. St. Bet GoLLepae, in proposing the Toast of 
“The Professors,” said he felt somewhat like Daniel in 
the lion’s den, and that it was -_ A for him to be 
somewhat guarded in his remarks. (Laughter). The 
students greatly appreciated the trouble and pains Sir 
John M‘Fadyean had taken with them since they had 
been under his charge, and especially the way in which 
he and his staff carried out their arduous task of 
looking after them. He believed Prof. Shave celebrated 
that evening his 40th anniversary of becoming a Mem- 
ber of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
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(Cheers). Prof. Shave had acted as a nurse to the stu- 
dents ever since they came to the College. (Laughter). 
He fed them on Glaxo ; he started them on their veter- 
inary career, and when they caught little ailments he 
was only too pleased to try and cure them. (Laughter). 
Prof. Macqueen, as was the wont of his countrymen, was 
bee silent. (Laughter). But they were going to try to 
e him talk that evening. He was only to pleased to 
give very sound advice to the students, which they all 
They also highly;valued the trouble 
rof. Wooldridge had taken with them not only during 
College hours butalso out of them. They were also very 
pleased to welcome Prof. Reynolds back again, and * * 
in the near future to hear some of his exploits. He 
desired, in conclusion, also to thank Prof. Woodruff for 
all he had done for Veterinary students, particularly the 
Australians present, many of whom had ~ under him 
during their course of study. 

Prof. SHAVE, who was very warmly received on rising 
to respond, said he was very ww say that it was 
quite true that he had been a Member of the College for 
40 years. He had had charge of the Anatomical De- 
partment for about 30 years, and it might be said that 
it was about time he made room for a younger man. 
Before long, ane “the old chap” would vacate his 
place which would be filled by a younger and more 
robust man. He congratulated all the poung men who 
had ed the examination, both the Englishmen and 
the Colonials. It .was especially gratifying to the Pro- 
fessors that the Royal Veterinary College had attracted 
to it so large a number of gentlemen from the Colonies 
who appeared to be anxious to become possessed of the 
oldest veterinary qualification in the British Empire, 
and in saying farewell to them he wished them every 
success wherever they went. (Cheers). 

Prof. MAcquEEN, who received a very boisterous 
welcome on rising to respond, said that what those 
pom probably wanted him to say was something of a 

avourable character, something that they were not in 
the habit of hearing from him. (Laughter). Sir John 
ad made some very nice sentimental remarks, the truth 
of which he would leave those present to judge. 
(Laughter). He did not think the gentleman present 
were the best men he had ever taught. (Laughter). 
He had more experience of examiners and examinations 
than Mr. Gooch, and he did not look upon Mr. Gooch 
as an ideal examiner, although he was a very one. 
Canin) The Dinner was called a Farewell Banquet, 
but he e* it was not altogether of that character. 
Cheers). He looked upon the Colonials who had just 
pa the examination in the form of pioneers of a 
rge flock of similar gentlemen who would follow in 
their footsteps and obtain the qualification of Member- 
ship of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
After such an excellent Dinner he would not be expec- 
ted to enlarge upon the various qualifications of those 
resent. He considered them a very distinguished lot. 
(Laughter) And what he was not able to say in their 
avour they could readily supply from their own inner- 
consciences. (Laughter.) He was very pleased at the 
success of that day’s examination ; he might also add 
that he was considerably surprised. (Laughter). He 
congratulated those who had passed upon their su 
which was dearly won, and they deserved all they h 
gained by it. He ho it would be the means of 
making them rich. ughter). It had never made 
him rich. (Laughter). He hoped it would make them 
happy and give them that leisure to which a veterinar 
professor never seems to attain. He hoped they woul 
prosper to their hearts content wherever they might find 
themselves, and he hoped they would not forget the 
Royal Veterinary College in Camden Town—probably 
they would not. (Laughter). They would remember 


the buildings, the pe and some of the tutors, 
who, however, wished them well. (Cheers). ; 

Prof. G. H. Woo.pripGE, who was also heartily 
cheered on rising to respond, joined with the previous 
open in congratulatin those who had attained the 
object of their sojourn in Coden by becoming Members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He did 
not altogether like the words “ Farewell Dinner” that 
were printed on the front of the Menu Card, because 
farewell very often implied that it was the last that one 
would see of a particular person. He would rather 
make a play upon the words and say that each of them 
l:oped that the rest present would fare well during the 
rest of their career. (Cheers). Mr. Golledge had re- 
minded the gathering that not only had he (Prof. 
Rong talked to the students during schedule 
times, but that he had also engaged them in impromptu 
“ grinds” on other occasions. Like the parrot in the 
story for which Sir John M‘Fadyean was, he believed, 
responsible, he “ talked too damn much.” (Laughter). 
He desired, in conclusion, to thank the Colonial students 
for the very pleasant time they had given him. Previous 
to their coming to the College he had little or no ex- 
perience of Colonial graduates, and he was given to 
understand that their training left a considerable amount 
to be desired. He confessed that he had been converted 
in that respect—if conversion was necessary, and he 
was more than satisfied that the standard of professional 
educational that had been attained by the Colonial 
So meee with whom it had been his privilege to mix 

uring the past few months had been considerably better 
than he had ever anticipated. He was very pl 
indeed to know that the Colonial graduates had been 
able to crown their previous successes by obtaining the 
diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and he sincerely hoped that many more would follow in 
their foot-steps. 

Prof. REYNOLDS, who also responded, said he acknow- 
ledged the Toast more asa brother officer of the Colonial 
graduates than as a professor. He could take no credit 
whatever for the teaching of the gentlemen who had 
been successful in obtaining their diploma at the present 
examination, as he had only recently returned to the 
teaching staff. It had been his pleasure to meet many 
of the Colonial Veterinary Surgeons during the time he 
was serving, in the R.A.V.C. and could say that some of 
their best men compared favourably with some of our 
best men, and some of their worst men competed very 
favourably with some of our worst men. He endorsed 
Prof. Macqueen’s hope that the Colonial Officers who 
were now Members of the Royal College were only 
pioneers of many other Colonia § aduates who would 
come to England and obtain the diploma of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. (Cheers). 

Capt. H. CoLesnourn (Canada), in proposing the toast 
of “The Visitors,” said he was very proud that he was 
now a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
goons, and desired to thank Sir John M‘Fadyean and 

is staff for the interest they had taken in the Colonial 
graduates, who were now very much better men because 
of their stay at Camden Town. He did not think the 
dinner was going to be a farewell dinner by any means 
because he did not see why some of the younger mem- 
bers of the profession should not go out to Canada one 
day. Canada was a great big land with immense oppor- 
tunities, and he would like to see some of the members 
of the Royal College pee by going to Canada, 
because it would give the Colonial men an opportunity 
of treating the members of the Royal College in the way 
in which they had been treated in London. So far as 
the visitors were concerned, Captain Edwards and Mr. 
Hayhurst had always been willing to help the Colonials 
by every means in their power during their stay in Lon- 

on. 
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Capt. Epwarps, in responding to the toast, said he 
could not claim to have reached the heights of sentiment- 
ality attributed to Sir John M‘Fadyean, nor had he yet 
attained to those depths of cynicism which characterise 
Prof. Macqueen. (Laughter). The least he could say 
in responding to the toast was to laud the social virtues 
of the Colonials. They were not boastful individuals 
who laid down the law as to what should be done and 
how it should be done, but they had been very good fel- 
lows, who had made themselves so much one of them, 
that any differences there “4% be had been forgotten. 
He hoped sincerely that the Colonials would think none 
the worse of the examiners by reason of the fact that 
two of them had had the misfortune to fail in the ex- 
amination. (Cheers). 

Mr. J. R. Haynurst, who also responded, said that 
since the Armistice he had conducted classes on Food 
Inspection which had been attended by about 120 stu- 
dents. He was therefore in a position to express an 
opinion about Canadians, Australians, and even New 
Zealanders, and he could, without any hesitation, say 
that with very few exceptions they were exceedingly 

ood men who always took a great interest in their work. 

Japtain Colebourn had told him that in many respects 
as far as food inspection was concerned this country had 
a lot to learn. Anyone who knew anything at all about 
food inspection in this country was aware that it was 
far behind practically the majority of other countries. 
The whole thing was wrong from beginning to end. 
The private slaughter-houses which were scattered about 
the country did not permit of a uniform high standard 
of meat inspection, and in certain districts there was no 
meat inspection at all. The Colonial graduates bad 
learned a lot at Camden Town, but veterinary surgeons 
in this country had also learned a lot from them, and he 
believed their methods would help in formulating plans 
whereby a more efficient inspection in this country not 
only of meat but of milk would be brought about. 
(Cheers). 

Capt. J. B. Lerron, in proposing the toast of “ Our- 
selves” said it was a very inviduous one, because it 
meant that the individual who proposed it had to blow 
his own horn. The diploma of Membership of the 
Royal —- of Veterinary Surgeons, which he had 

ined that day, was one of the things he had looked 

orward to for the last 30 years. He was present at the 
first lecture that was ever delivered in Australia on 
veterinary science, and since that time many efforts had 
been made to obtain ——— in this country for di- 
roses granted in Australia, but every approach that 
ad been made by the Australians to the Royal College 
had been turned down. Eventually the Royal College 
ve the opportunity to service men who had obtained 
the Veterinary degree in the colonies to attend the final 
year’s course at the Veterinary Colleges in this country. 

Why should colonial veterinary surgeons not be treated 
in the same way as colonial lawyers and doctors? When 
they qualified in the Colonies their qualifications were 
recognised in this country. The Colonies did not desire 
to boycott English veterinary surgeons and say that as 
England would not recognise Colonial veterinary sur- 
geons the Colonies would not allow English veterina 
surgeons to practise in the Colonies. They did not wis 
to be quarrelsome, but to obtain what they considered 
was justice, by convincing their English brothers of the 
justice of their cause. Although the fact that he was 
now an M.R.C.v.8., would not benefit him one farthing 
he felt quite stimulated when he heard that he had gained 
the diploma, The Colonial Governments put them on 
their mettle, and warned them to do their best to pass 
the examinations for the good and honour of the country 
to which they belonged. (Cheers). 

The CHAIRMAN, in responding, expressed on behalf of 
the colonials particularly their appreciation of the great 


honour that had been done them by the attendance of 
Sir John M’Fadyean and his brother professors at the 
Dinner, and also their deep appreciation of the very 
broad attitude that was adopted when the request was 
put forward to allow them to sit for the final examina- 
tion. The Colonials were particularly thankful for the 
help the professors had given in placing at their disposal 
their special knowledge and experience, from which they 
had gained somuch. He sincerely hoped that the kindly 
interest they had taken in the welfare of the colonials 
would not cease when they shook hands and said a tem- 
porary farewell, but that everyone would feel conscious 
that another link in the chain of veterinary history 
which bound the Colonies to the Mother Country had 
been forged. Speaking on behalf of himself as well as 
others, he felt the benefits that had been gained as a 
result of the course were manifold. Many of the Colo- 
nials had come to the College straight from the field ; 
they were very rusty at their professional work, and ha 
lost the ability to concentrate themselves on things that 
mattered. It was therefore not hard to realise what 
etting down to work again had meant for them. It 
ad fitted them up with special knowledge so that they 
could go back with confidence to their respective spheres 
and face the things that lay ahead. The Toast “ Our- 
selves” he took to mean the veterinary profession of 
Great Britain, Canada, and Australia, and he hoped very 
soon to be able to say South Africa as well. It meant 
that they should take a keen interest in the status of 
the veterinary surgeons in each and all of those coun- 
tries ; that they should attentively watch the conditions 
under which the veterinary surgeon had to work, the 
many problems he was up against, and see how they 
could help by, to use an army term, “keeping touch.” 
That could be done in the Colonies by means of local 
associations affiliated with a central body, and he went 
further, and suggested the advisability of developing an 
Imperial Conference which should be held ay cer d 
and at which provision should be made for Colonia 
representation. He was not able to say that he spoke 
at the present moment with the authority of the Aus- 
tralian Government, but he thought he was perfectly safe 
in — that they would support any measure towards 
that end, recognising that Australia would profit very 
largely from it. 
oming to their needs, there was one thing he thought 
that stood out more than anything else—the necessity 
of “ a up,” “keeping touch.” “closing up,” 
and removing the pars which had separated them in the 
past. They should “ tighten up” one to the other in 
the endeavour to obtain solidarity of purpose in improv- 
ing the interests of the veterinary profession. He 
pleaded that the Colonies should be given a chance to 
‘shoulder up” on to a common centre, which he sug- 
gested should be the Governing body in this country, 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Let that 
body take a stand and, metaphorically, flag her position 
with two propositions emblazoned on the flag. First. 
recognition of Colonial practitioners ; and second special 
provision for Colonial graduates if they thought fit to 
come accross and qualify for the M.n.c.v.s., after spend- 
ing one year at a Veterinary College in this country. 
(Cheers.) If the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
would give some indication in that direction, there never 
was a better time than the present for obtaining the 
best results. (Cheers). 
The concludiug Toast, that of “The —_ was pro- 
- by Major James, and responded to by Mr. G. 
. Franey. 
During the evening Mr. A. E. Nichols entertained the 
company with a number of comic songs, which were 
appreciated by all present. 
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PART OR WHOLE-TIME INSPECTORS. 


Your editorial in this week’s V.R. evidently favours 
the appointment of whole-time veterinary inspectors. _ 
At the present timeevery inch of the country is 
mapped out into areas with a veterinary inspector in 
charge, who can be got to any part of his district within 
an hour, (unless otherwise engaged, which equally ap- 
lies to a whole-timer). Travelling expenses are thus re- 
Sasol to a minimum, and efficiency and dispatch far 
superior to any other method. Do away with the part- 
time local inspector, and what occurs! Scores of men 
would leave their practices—I, for certain, as being un- 
remunerative — and large tracts of country would be 
left to the mercy of empirics ; with what result has been 
shown once or twice in the case of foot-and-mouth dis- 


ease. 

The B.of A. local inspectors are sent indiscriminately 
into the districts of other local inspectors, which is not 
conducive to obtaining the active co-operation of the 
latter or of their clients, with results as might be expec- 
ted in swine fever. These being outside the pale of the 
beautifully arranged local authority scheme should not 
be taken into account in valuing the present satisfactory 
arrangement. 

If whole-time inspectors were appointed to do the 
work of a county, unless a number were appointed, 
which in the present state of the country’s finances does 
not admit of it, the travelling expenses would be enor- 
mous, and delay very considerable in getting from one 
end of the county to another. I can picture a whole- 
timer diagnosing a case of mange, telling the local prac- 
tioner to cure it, and he will return to say if it is cured. 

No, thanks. I would rather take a “ on ens 


THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
VETERINARY RESEARCH. 
To the Editor of The Farmer and Stockbreeder, 


Sir,—It is stated in the Press that the Board of Agri- 
culture is instituting another laboratory and staff at a 
cost in salaries of some £5000 or £6000 a year, which 
raises the question whether it is for the public good 
that so much scientific research should be monopolised 
by it, to the sterilisation of all other sources of investi- 

tion. 

*Owin to the Board’s methods during recent years 
practica y all veterinary research work is now entirely 
in its hand, and it is impossible to believe that this is to 
the benefit of the agricultural interest generally. 

The results, especially as regards swine fever, sheep 
scab, anthrax, etc., cannot be said to have achieved an 
unqualified success. The Board’s action requiring all 
- cases to be reported to it, and investigated by it alone, 
has prevented opportunities for research by our agricul- 
tural universities and similar bodies. Hence has arisen 
a total lack of that competition, criticism, publicity and 
private credit which are the chief incentives to keen in- 
vestigation. The public have no check or knowledge 
whatever of work done solely by a Government labora- 
tory. It may be excellent or it may be the reverse. 
What would be thought were it proposed to concentrate 


all the medical research of the country in the hands of a T 


Government department? What would be its effect on 
the faculty? It now appears that the great field of re- 
search, economic entomology, so ably originated by the 
late Miss Ormerod, is to be another monopoly. Surely, it 
would be better for agricultural interests if the Board 
were to assist aud co-ordinate the work of other centres 
of investigation, instead of discouraging it.—I = etc., 
OR. 


Sir,— Under the signature of “Cor,” in your issue of 
November 3rd, a letter appears on the above subject. 


The information conveyed is so contrary to the fact that 
attention should be called to the inaccuracy of the infor- 
mation possessed by a correspondent whose object, no 
doubt, is to instruct your readers. He states in the first 
place that the Board of Agriculture are instituting 
another laboratory and staff in connection with the above 
subject. A careful enquiry has been made at the Board, 
but nothing is known about this new laboratory. 

It may be pointed out, then, that “Cor” introduces 
his subject, and proceeds to discuss it, on a statement 
which is contrary to fact, but ~—_ by him to have 
had its origin in the Press. As not ting is known at the 
Board, perpaps “Cor” would be good enough to help 
further inquiry ~ 4 supplying the exact quotation from 
the Press upon which his statement was founded. 

There are in “ Cor’s” letter, however, other statements 
contrary to fact, for which he himself presumably accepts 
responsibility. He says the Board have monopolised 
veterinary research, and thereby sterilised all other 
sources of investigation. What are the facts? The 
Board have for some years, and surely quite properly, 
maintained a laboratory for veterinary research. If it 
be {that the output of work from that laboratory has 
been such as to give anyone the impression that the 
Board have monopolised research, it is much to the 
credit of the Board’s workers, and it must be encouragin 
to stock-owners who look to the Board for first-han 
advice. It is unlikely, however, that the honesty and 
modesty of the workers will permit them to lay claim to 
such monopoly. They are doubtless aware of the work 
which is being carried on by other institutions havin 
no connection with the Board, except that in severa 
cases the Board make considerable contributions in 
a | to further the carrying out of programmes of re- 
search prepared independently by these institutions 
themselves. 

The fact is that, whatever may be the volume of output 
as regards research from this or that institution, the 
Board contribute a very much greater sum of money for 
investigation outside the Department than for investiga- 
tion inside. Your correspondent “Cor” complains 
further that by requiring outbreaks of certain scheduled 
diseases of a contagious nature to be reported to the 
authorities, and to taken charge of by them. Uni- 
versities and similar bodies are deprived of. opportunities 
of research. Surely he has made the mistake of con- 
fusing with research the control of outbreaks of diseases, 
which necessarily involve inquiries as regards origin, 
extension and prevention. Such work is not the func- 
tion of Universities; it would not be possible for 
Universities to maintain the necessary organisation and 
staff for its ponent, nor have they attempted 
to do so. Hence the responsibility has righily devolved 
upon a Government Department. To the normal mind 
it is difficult to see what just cause of complaint can be 
be based on the action of a Government Department in 
making adequate provision for the accomplishment of 
public duties which have been assigned to it by Parlia- 
ment. The suggestion of your correspondent “Cor ” in 
this connection seems to be that multiple bodies should 
have the right of free access to the premises of owners 
whose stock is infected with contagious diseases, in 
erder that they may carry on some kind of investigation. 
he assessment of the value of such a proposal may be 
left to the general body of stock-owners, and to those 
conversant with the principles which govern the control 
and eradication of certain diseases which are character- 
ised by extreme contagiousness and destructive possi- 
bilities. Whether or not the rather flattering suggestion 
be true, that the Board are the institution most actively 
engaged in veterinary research, it is absurd to say that 
these justifiable and necessary activities sterilise the 
efforts of any other institution seriously engaged in the 
same work.—I am, etc. 

Frank W. Garnett. 
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AN UNDESIRABLE APPOINTMENT. 


Dear Sir.—Under the heading of “ Personal ” in your 
issue of week ending December 6th there is a paragraph 
to the effect that Capt. T. Forbes had resigned the ap- 
ym of Veterinary Lecturer under the Cornwall 

ducation Committee. 

As one of the rejected candidates for the same t 
when originally advertised, may I congratulate Capt. 
Forbes. So longas a brother veterinarian occupied this 
post my lips were more or less sealed, but now that the 

t is vacant and may be advertised may I give the 
ouncil and others some idea of the requirements. 

I was interviewed by a large committee composed, to 
judge by appearances, of Squires, one cr two retired 
officers, and farmers. The interview can be boiled down 
as follows, as regards essentials. After going through 
my credentials, etc. 

Chairman: You understand that your services would 
be at the a/solute disposal of the Committee !— Yes. 

Chairman: You would be prepared to ride a motor 
cycle !—No. 

Then the farmer representative took over the cross- 
examination. 

F. R.: After your lectures, would you consider it in- 
consistent with your professional honour to give 2 
scriptions to be used on the diseases you had described t— 
Yes most decidedly. Prescriptions are useless without 
accurate diagnosis, _ altogether from the fact that 
by so doing I would be committing a breach of etiquette, 
to say the least of it, ; 

F. R. : Bat surely after a lecture on, say actinomycosis 
or milk fever, you would tell the meeting how to treat 
the disease ?—I could not do so. I would tell them how 


to use household remedies in urgent cases pending the 
arrival of a qualified man. I look on these lectures as 
first aid lectures solely. 

Chairman : That will dothanks. You can withdraw. 

Myself: May I say that if you get a man who will 
betray his profession in such a manner he will most 
likely betray you also. 

I then withdrew feeling confident 1 would get the 

t! 
ay sir, our Council should be in a position to in- 
vestigate all advertisements issued in your columns and a 
“ blacklist ”—vide B.M.J. 

To-day I have had forwarded me an elaborate pros- 
pectus entitled “Ghyllwood” The Wyresdale Agricul- 
tural School, situated at Garstang, Lancs. 

Extracts.—“ Lectures will be delivered by ... . and 
a Veterinary Expert.” 

“Mr. Arthur Breakell, m.R.c.v.s., will give a course of 
lectures on Veterinary Science Subjects. 

Further on— 

Division B. III, Shire stud. 
Veterinary work. 
Docking. 

Castrating, etc. 

{ am sure it is only necessary to draw Mr. Breakell’s 
attention to this to ensure that he will refrain from 
teaching what we are taught to think of and charge for 
as operations. 

eanwhile I am increasing my subscription to the 

Victoria Benevolent Fund—it seems to me that I shall 
soon be drawing out instead of paying in—Yours, 


Dec, 12th. Country Vet. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies. Foot- 
Rabies. | Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t Parasitic Swine Fever. 
Cases ( Mange. 
Confrmd Ont | Ani-| Out- | Ani- | [Sheep] 
Period. |breaks| mals, Out- | Ani- /breaks| mals. mals,| Out- | Slangh. 
5 reaks| mals. breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) () (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Dec. 13] 2 7 1 | 7 1 1 109} 189] 30 35 14 
iis | 4) 6! 2 | 2 4! 20] 2] 82 | 
1917 7 2 148] 25 26 7 
1 1! 48} 95) 34] 53 
Total for 60 weeks, 1919  j150| 6 | 223 | 295 | 7) | 23| 59] 4784| 9468] 380] 2235 | 1015 
1918 | 90) 9 | 234 | 270 3 | 40 38 | 97 | 4239 | 7391 | 387] 1357 544 
1917 407 | 468 25| 561 2416 | 44881 500] 2059 | 864 
_usesuchan 1916 523 | 622 1 | 78 46 | 115 | 2021 | 4443] 818] 4164 | 9083 


a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Dec. 16, 1919 


t Counties affected, animals attacked :— York, North Riding 1 


Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 6 ere 10 1 
1918... 14 1 
Total for 49 weeks, 1919 . | 1 1 | 136 266 82 26 
iis ... | 2 | 2 | 95 810 | 29 129 


——— of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec, 8, 1919 
Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Re-unron Dinner, Orricers R.A.V.C., (E.E.F.). 


The dinner was held at the Trocadero Restauran 
London, on Wednesday December 3rd. It was intend 
from the first that the ——e should be a purely social 
affair and devoid of any formalities, and this spirit per- 
vaded throughout the evening. Major-General E. R C. 
Butler, c.B., occupied the chair, and was supported by 
the Director General A.V.S, Major-General L. J. Blen- 
kinsop, ©.B., D.8.0., who was the only guest. 

Considering the number of officers still serving in 
Egypt the large number of Colonial officers who 
served and who have since been repatriated, and the 
difficulties experienced by those who have just re-started 
the busy life of country practitioners, and also the 
inability to trace others who had changed their address, 
the dinner was well supported by Regular, Territorial 
and Temporary officers. The Oak Room had been se- 
cured, and presented a charming appearance, the scheme 
of table decoration being very effective. 

On the completion of an excellent and well-served re- 
past the Chairman gave “the King,” and the company 
then gave themselves up to chatting over “old times” 
with “old comrades.” The retailing of old experiences, 
and the telling of “what happened to so-and-so,” or 
“after you left”; caused the evening to pass all too 

uickly. Another topic of converaation was whether 
the dinner should be held annually. The unanimous 
decision of those present was that it should, and this 
view was ed by many who wrote stating their ina- 
bility to be present this year but hoped to do so next 
year. It was decided therefore to hold the dinner an- 
nually preferably during either the Smithfield or Hun- 
ter Societies Show week. Just prior to breaking up 
the health of the Chairman was drunk with enthusiasm 
and General Butier responded, stating that if there was 
another campaign he hoped that he would have the 
same officers to serve under him. 

Among those present in addition to the Chairman and 
the Director General were E. P. Argyle, p.s.0., 
G. Tillyard, 9.8.8., P. W. Dayer-Smith, 0.B.£., T.D., 
H. E. Powell, p.s.0., (7.¥. Res.), R. C. Tennant, (7.¥. 
Murray-Jones, (Aus. A.V.C.), P. J. Simpson, p.s.0., T.D., 


(r.¥.). Captains P. MacIntyre, 0.8.£., (7.¥.),G. W. Dun- 
kin, Guy Sutton, W. N. Jiirgenson (r.¥) itch, (Aus. 
A.V.C.), W. L. Anderson, L. S. Balls, H. J. Holness, F. 


C. E. Geyer, (Aust. A.V.C.), E. Child, G. E. Henson, 
R. B. Palmer, m.c., (7.¥.), S. H. Skelton. H. B. 
Jollet. 


WAR HONOURS. 
Buckingham Palace, Dec. 11. 
The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of the 
Palace at 11 o’clock this morning. 
The following were into the pre- 


sence of the King, when His Majesty conferred decora- 
tions as follows :— 


THe Mriuirary Cross. 
* * * 7 
Capt. Thomas McMahon 


The King has been pleased to give orders for the 
following appointments and awards for valuable services 
rende in connexion with Military Operations. 
Dated June 3rd, 1919 :— 

FRANCE. 
Tae Most ExcetLent Orper oF THE British Emprre. 
O.B.E. (Mitrrary Drviston). 


* * . * * 
Sikes, T/Capt. (T/Maj.) C. W. B. 


ments an 


Eaypt AND PALESTINE. 


* 7 * * 
Macllvenna, T/Capt. (A/Maj.) J. 
Nicholas, Maj. Col ny? 
Saunders, Capt., P. T. (S.R.) 
ITaLy. 


To Brevet 
Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) H. S. Mosley, p.s.o. 
The King has given orders for the following appoint- 
awards for services rendered in connexion 
with the war. Dated June 3 :— 
Tue Most ExcetLent ORDER OF THE British 
C.B.E, (Military Division). 
= * * * 
Cochrane, Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) R. C., 
and Bt. Maj. (T/Lt.-Col.) J. W., 


O.B.E. Drvision). 
* * * * 
Johnson, Lt.:Col. E. D., (7.¥.) 
Mattinson, Capt. and Be. Maj. (T/Maj.) A. B., M.c., 
F.R.C.v.8. (Spec. Res.) 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


{xtracts from London Gazette 
ReauLaR Forors. Royat Army Veterinary Corps 
Wark Orrioz, Dec. 10. 


Maj. H. T. Ryan, D.8.0., F.R.C.V.8., retires on ret. pay 
(Dec. 4), and is granted rank of Lt.-Col. _ 


Dee. 13. 
Capt. A. S. Mathias is apptd. for duty with the Colonial 
flice (Oct. 18). 


Dec. 16. 
Capt. and Bt. Maj. 8. Black relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. (Nov. 23). 


TERRITORIAL Force. Dec. 16. 


Capt. (actg. Maj. without pay and allces.) G. McIntyre 
relinquishes the actg. rank of _. (Jan. 29) a 
ted for that which appeared in (Gazettes July 15 and 


Dee. 5). 
Capt. aon, Maj.) S. J. Williams, D.s.0., relinquishes the 
—_ rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. as A.D.VS 

t. 6). 

one's. Williams, p.s.0., relinquishes his cmmn. on 
account of ill.health (Oct. 4), and is granted the rank 
. Maj. (substituted for that which appeared in (Gazette 

ct. 3). 


= 


Personal. 


Captain A. C, Burton, R.A.V.C. (TF), who has been 
in practice as a veterinary surgeon in Battle (Sussex 
for twenty years, was presented with an illuminat 
address and a silver —- case recently by farmers 
and other friends of the district upon the eve of his 
departure from that town to take over a practice in 
Devonshire. 
Captain Burton’s new practice was started many years 
by his grandfather, and it has been held by members 


of his family since. 
On Tuesday the 9th inst. the honour of the F'ree- 


dom of the City of London was conferred on Capt. R. 
Bennett, F.R.C.V.S., R.A.V.C. ; of Iona, Hornchurch 


Road, Romford. 
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Claim against Gateshead “ Vet.” 


At the Gateshead County Court, Robert Edward Gib- 
son, of 120, —— Street Newcastle, made a claim 
against Thomat Russell Jarvie, veterinary surgeon, of 
18, Jacksov Street, Gateshead, for £2, the value of a 
dog, destroyed by him whilst in his charge and without 
the plaintiff's authority. There was a counter-claim for 
7s. 6d. for services rendered. 

Plaintiff said he owned a small Pomeranian dog for 12 
ears, and it developed a cough. In March witness an 
his wife were living at a private hotel in Jesmond, and 
the dog was a bit of a nuisance to the other guests. He 
took it to a Newcastle veterinary surgeon, and then to 
Mr. Jarvie, who said the animal had developed asthma, 
and he could not cure it, but he thought he could do it 
some good if it was left a few days. Arrangements had 
been made for taking the dog into the country, but 
witness left it with Mr. Jarvie. The next day he tele- 

honed to Mr. Jarvie to make sure that the dog was not 

estroyed, but he was told that it was too late—it had 
been put down. Seeing that the thing was an accom- 
plished fact, Mr. Gibson said he mignt have allowed the 
matter to drop, but Mr. Jarvie sent him a bil) for 7s. 6d. 
which was adding insult to injury. (Laughter.) 

Cross-examined, witness denied that he had said that 
. the dog could not be cured he would have it put 

own. 

His Honour said he could not take it as gospel that a 
dog dying of asthma was worth £2. 

Plaintiff : It does not matter about that your Honour. 

His honour : Well, why are you here then !—Because 
if I pay this 7s. 6d. it would admitting that I gave 
the order for it to be destroyed. 

His Honour : Certainly, but you could have resisted 
that without claiming £2. 

Mr. Jarvie said that when he saw the dog it was 
“ sniffing, coughing and spitting all over the place. It 
was practically done ; all its bronchial tubes were omnes 
up, and it would probably have died at the first cold it 
got. He told Mr. Gibson that he could not cure it, and 
Mr. Gibson said : “I think you had better put it down 
in the most humane fashion possible. I would like you 
to chloroform it and to bury it in the garden. He also 
said witness had not to say anything about it for four 
or gg days in order that he could break the news to his 
wife. 

His Honour said he was inclined to think that the 
action had been brought in order to enable plaintiff to 
justify his position with his wife. He believed that 
when plaintiff found his dog could not be cured he gave 
orders for it to be destroyed. There would be judge- 
ment for defendant on the claim and counter claim — 7he 
Evening Chronicle. 


The Ministry of Agriculture. 


The President of the Board of Agriculture (Lord Lee 
of Fareham) has now approved of the reorganisation of 
the Board and the regrouping of its functions into five 
main Departments, each under an Executive Head, re- 
sponsible, in the case of the three Agricultural Depart- 
ments, to the President direct, and, in the case of the 
Fisheries and Welsh Departments, to the President 
through the Parliamentary Secretary. Sir A. Griffith- 
Boscawen, in addition to his duties as Parliamentary 
Secretary, has been appointed Deputy Minister of Fish- 


eries 

Sir A. Daniel Hall, K.c.B., F.R.8., is to be Chief Scien- 
tific Adviser to the Board and Director-General of the 
Intelligence Department. Mr. Lawrence Weaver, C.B.E., 
to be Chief Commercial Adviser to the Board and Direc- 
tor-General of the Land and Supplies Department. Mr. 
F. L. C. Floud, c.B., to be General Secretary to the 


Board and Director-General of the Finance and Econ- 
omics Department. These form the President’s Admini- 
strative Council, which meets twice weekly to consider 
— of policy and to secure the co-ordination of 
the various Departments. 

Mr. H. G. Maurice, c.B., has been appointed Fisheries 
Secretary and Principal Assistant Secretary to the 
Board. Mr. C. Bryner Jones (an Assistant Secretary of 
the Board) has been fe ga Welsh Secretary, in 
special charge of the Welsh Office. Both these officers 
will be entitled to attend the Administrative Council 
when matters affecting their respective Departments are 
under consideration. The same rule — to Mr. F. 
A. Jones, c.n., the Legal Adviser to the Board. 

Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen, is Deputy Chairman, and 
A. Hall Vice-Chairman, of the Administrative 

ouncil. 

Mr. R. J. Thompson, 0.8.£., and Mr. H. L. French 
0.R.E., have been appointed Assistant Secretaries to the 
Board, to fill the vacancies created by the promotions of 
Mr F. L. C. Floud and Mr. H. G. Maurice. 

The Councils of Agriculture and the Advisory Com- 
mittee, which are to advise the Board on agricultural 

uestions, depend for their creation upon the Sar 
through Parliament of the Agriculture Councils Bill, but 
it is hoped that they will be constituted shortly. The 
higher organisation of the Board will then be complete. 


The Relations of Local Shows, 
Light Horse Breeding, and Railways. 


“ The following note is from a long letter to Live Stock 
Journal by W. Leighton, dating from Leeds. 

“ Having attended a majority of the Royal She 
nearly every Yorkshire show, and a great proportion o 
northern district exhibitions of stock for about forty 

ears, the writer is thoroughly convinced that the set- 
ck to the breeding of every kind of live stock, if not 
also to the pursuit of most other branches of agricultural 
industry, resulting from the suspension of shows is quite 
incalculable. In Yorkshire especially, and in many 
other agricultural counties, the county and the district _ 
shows constitute one of the main sources of energy to 
every class of landlord, farmer, stock breeder and labourer 
I can confidently say that, though I have chatted and 
compared notes with many hundreds, if not a few thou- 
sands, of judges and exhibitors at all the shows I have 
attended, I have yet to meet the exhibitor of live stock 
who, whether he had won or lost, did not leave the show 
ard determined to go one better in preparing his stock 
or next years competition. All shows are the very life 
and soul of a stock-breeding district. So, if any depart- 
ment of the Government feels that it ought to have a 
hand in resuscitating the pursuit of breeding fine horses, 
the best thing it can possibly do is to persuade all rail- 
way authorities in future to relax or remove all such 
restrictions as have prevented the holding of so many 
of the most important shows during the war.” 


OBITUARY. 


JoHN WHITECROSS, M.R.C.V.S., Elmside, Kingston- 
on-Thames. Graduated Edin: April 1887. 


Mr. Whitecross, formerly Professor at the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, died on Monday 15th 
inst., after a long illness, the result of an accident. 


The 76th Annual issue of Messrs. J. and A. Church- 
hill’s Medical Directory contains the names of 44,260 
medical men and women with their record of academic 
distinction and professional standing. This is an 
increase of 1160 names on last year’s record, the increase 
being due chiefly to “ practitioners resident abroad.” 


